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ready to abide by the decisions of a state 
civil service commission. 

Mr. Thomas A. Barker, of Louisville, 
read a paper on "Taxation and the appor- 
tionment of the proceeds to the respective 
needs of the library." 



On account of lack of time, a general 
discussion upon the subject "Is the county 
the proper unit for library service?" was 
omitted from the program. 

Thomas L. Montgomery, 
Secretary. 
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The meeting was called to order in the 
Seelbach Hotel at 9:30 a. m., June 26, by 
the chairman, Mr. George S. Godard. He 
spoke briefly on the subject of the distri- 
bution of public documents and called at- 
tention to round table discussions hereto- 
fore and Mr. George H. Carter's work in 
connection with the subjects under investi- 
gation by this section, now being consid- 
ered. The following letter from Mr. 
Carter was read by Mr. Redstone: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Joint Committee on Printing. 

April 24, 1917. 
Mr. George S. Godard, 

Chairman, Committee on Public Docu- 
ments, 
American Library Association. 
My dear Mr. Godard: 

I am pleased to acknowledge receipt of 
your letters of April 16 and 19, 1917, asking 
me to prepare a statement as to the status 
of printing legislation for the information 
of the Public Documents Round Table at 
its session in Louisville in June. I thank 
you for the very kind invitation to be 
present at that meeting but it will be im- 
possible for me to accept In truth, I do 
not feel like facing the Round Table again 
until I am able to bring it a more accept- 
able message as to what Congress has act- 
ually done for the benefit of the libraries. 
I fear your Association has grown weary 
of hearing what the Committee hopes and 
plans to accomplish in the way of print- 
ing legislation. All of that has been fully 
explained with the generous indulgence of 
the Documents Round Table. I shall, 
therefore, endeavor to make this statement 
as brief as possible, for there is really little 
to tell you at this time except the old, and 
undoubtedly tiresome, story of how near 
the Committee came to getting the printing 
bill enacted into law at the last session of 
Congress. 

la the first place, the statement which I 



made at the Asbury Park meeting fully 
sets forth the status of the printing bill 
which the House of Representatives had 
under consideration at that time. Mr. 
Barnhart of Indiana, chairman of the 
House Committee on Printing, was unable 
to get that bill before the House again dur- 
ing the remainder of the Sixty-fourth Con- 
•gress and it consequently died with the 
Congress. The Committee was much en- 
couraged, however, over the fact that the 
House had approved of substantially half 
the Barnhart bill during the two days it 
was under consideration. The similar bill 
in the Senate advanced no further than a 
favorable report from the Senate Commit- 
tee on Printing, the calendar of the Senate, 
like that of the House, being filled with 
more important legislation which crowded 
out everything else from consideration by 
either body during the Sixty-fourth Con- 
gress. 

Toward the close of the last session of 
Congress, the Senate Committee on Print- 
ing made another effort to have some print- 
ing legislation enacted by Congress so as 
to insure the immediate adoption of cer- 
tain economies proposed in the original 
printing bill. An abridgment was made of 
the old bill by taking from it those sec- 
tions which related particularly to printing 
and binding and the distribution of publi- 
cations for Congress, leaving out those 
provisions which related more especially to 
the Government Printing Office and the 
various departments. This abridged bill 
made only 28 pages, while the original bill 
consisted of 129 pages. The new bill was 
generally called the "congressional" print- 
ing bill. It was reported from the Senate 
Committee on Printing by Senator Chilton, 
the new chairman of that committee, on 
January 11, 1917, as "S. Bill No. 7795." It 
met with no opposition whatever and was 
passed unanimously by the Senate without 
amendment on February 6, 1917. This new 
bill also received the approval of the 
House Committee on Printing, and Mr. 
Barnhart, chairman of that committee, 
made several efforts to have it considered 
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by the House before the adjournment of 
Congress, but in this he was unsuccessful 
and the congressional printing bill, like 
many of its illustrious predecessors, died 
with the Congress. 

Even in this new and abridged bill the 
Committee did not, however, lose interest 
in the depository libraries, for it contained 
substantially all of the provisions of the 
old bill that are of especial interest to 
those libraries. These provisions have 
been expressed in a more simple and, it 
seems to me, a more satisfactory form, 
omitting considerable of the details of the 
old bill and yet making possible the same 
results by leaving the working out of such 
details to regulations which the Superin- 
tendent of Documents is authorized to 
make with the approval of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing. This provision in the 
new bill reads as follows: 

"Sec. 15. Libraries designated as de- 
positories of public documents as provided 
by law should be entitled to receive one 
copy each of every publication (except bills 
and resolutions of Congress, matter from 
which the injunction of secrecy has not 
been removed, publications for the use of 
the Federal courts and officers thereof, 
patent specifications and drawings, blank 
forms, and circulars not of a public char- 
acter) printed by order of either House of 
Congress or any committee, commission, 
or officer thereof, or by order of any execu- 
tive department, independent office, estab- 
lishment, or officer of the Government. 
Such publications shall be distributed by 
the Superintendent of Documents, who 
shall be furnished by the Public Printer 
or by any other officer of the Government 
who may cause the same to be printed else- 
where than at the Government Printing 
Office, a sufficient number of copies for this 
purpose as soon as issued, and such dis- 
tribution shall be made under regulations 
to be approved by the Joint Committee on 
Printing, which shall also direct the man- 
ner of binding documents for the depos- 
itory libraries: Provided, That the distri- 
bution of Geological publications and the 
Official Gazette of the United States Patent 
Office to libraries heretofore designated by 
members of Congress as special deposi- 
tories of such publications and the distri- 
bution of the Journals of the Senate and 
the House to libraries designated by the 
Superintendent of Documents shall be dis- 
continued and these publications shall be 
available for distribution as provided for 
in this section." 

In its report (S. Report No. 910, Sixty- 
fourth Congress) on the new printing bill, 
the Committee thus explained the intent 



and purposes of the provisions relating to 
depository libraries: 

"It is intended to make available for 
depository libraries every publication of 
the Government that is printed for the in- 
formation of the public or the use of Gov- 
ernment officials in the transaction of the 
public business, especially committee hear- 
ings, and publications that are not ordered 
withheld by the committee itself as confi- 
dential. 

"The provision that such distribution to 
depository libraries shall be made under 
regulations to he approved by the Joint 
Committee on Printing is intended to make 
it possible for the depository libraries to 
select such publications as shall be sent to 
them, if such plan can be worked out by 
the Superintendent of Documents and the 
committee. * * * The Superintendent 
of Documents has already outlined a plan 
whereby he will be advised of the needs 
and wishes of the various libraries and will 
then promptly forward such publications 
immediately upon receipt of them from the 
Public Printer. 

"It is also proposed in this section to 
abolish the present distribution of certain 
geological publications, the Patent Gazette, 
and the Journals of the Senate and the 
House, to special depositories, and to make 
these publications available only for the 
regular depositories." 

It will thus be seen that it is now the 
intention of the Committee to have the 
selective plan for distribution of publica- 
tions to depository libraries controlled by 
regulations rather than the more rigid pro- 
visions of the old bill. This will admit of 
changes from time to time to meet new 
conditions that may arise after the plan is 
put in operation. It seems better for all 
concerned to leave all the details of de- 
pository library distribution to the admin- 
istrative officers rather than to tie down 
such distribution with hard and fast pro- 
visions of law which are difficult of revi- 
sion or repeal. 

No new printing bill has been incroduced 
at the present session of Congress and it 
does not appear likely that one will be un- 
less Congress enters the field of general 
legislation, which seems improbable at this 
time. Nothing will be gained by reintro- 
ducing the bill until there is an oppor- 
tunity for its consideration in either House. 
I am sure, however, that the Committee 
has not lost heart in the matter, though it 
has met with many disappointments dur- 
ing the years of its constant endeavor to 
bring about a much needed reform in the 
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printing and distribution of Government 
publications. 

Although I have no authority to say so 
at this time, I am Inclined to believe that 
when the printing bill is prepared for the 
consideration of the present Congress it 
will be somewhat along the lines of the 
abridged bill passed by the Senate during 
the closing days of the last Congress. That 
is, it may be confined chiefly td a revision 
of the printing laws that affect Congress. 
The bill will probably be amplified some- 
what along that line so as to make it more 
complete than was the bill which passed 
the Senate at the last session of Congress. 

I feel sure that it will continue to con- 
tain the provisions relating to the depos- 
itory libraries, for the Committee fully 
recognizes the importance of such distri- 
bution and the valuable services that the 
libraries of the country have rendered in 
making Government publications available 
to the public. 

The Committee also deeply appreciates 
the faithful interest that the American Li- 
brary Association has taken in the print- 
ing bill, and I am sure it will highly value 
any suggestions that may come from your 
Association for the further improvement 
of the bill. 

Again thanking you for this opportunity 
to submit a statement to you for the con- 
sideration of your Round Table, I beg to 
remain, with the best of wishes for a suc- 
cessful meeting, Yours very sincerely, 
Geokge H. Cabter, Clerk. 

Mr. R. R. Bowker said he was very much 
gratified over the theoretical progress 
made in this printing bill. It has not been 
practical progress so far, for the reason 
that the two houses of Congress have not 
been able to get at this bill at the same 
session, and, of course, during the present 
war session there is not the slightest like- 
lihood of this bill having attention. This 
Round Table has not been in a position to 
bind the Association, but it has been use- 
ful in making recommendations. There 
have been differences of opinion and 
seeming differences have existed. The 
American Library Association long ago 
laid down the principle that there should 
be only one form, one kind of title page, 
etc., for each government document, and 
that means keeping the executive docu- 
ments separate from the long congres- 
sional series; that is fundamental. We 



should get all that is possible from Con- 
gress in that direction, keeping before Con- 
gress the ideals which we believe could be 
and should be reached, and at the same 
time being very appreciative of the prog- 
ress really made. It Is a waste to have 
these long documents in one series and 
then have them separate on our shelves, 
involving extra labor and expense. 

Mr. Godard said that in his talks with 
Mr. Carter at various times they agreed 
that we have reached a point where we 
cannot tell the congressmen what they 
shall or shall not do with their publica- 
tions, and, of course, the documents are 
filed in such a way as to he immediately 
accessible. In the present bill we get the 
concession that while the title page may 
bear the number of the Congress and the 
document number the binding will not; the 
volume would be lettered as if it had noth- 
ing to do with Congress, but appear simply 
as a government document. If we can get 
it bound without bearing the congressional 
markings we will gain an important point. 
Mr. Carter leaves a great deal to be deter- 
mined by the joint committee on printing 
and the superintendent of documents. We 
are getting so much we cannot afford to 
endanger what we may get for the sake of 
trying to get all we desire. 

Mr. Bowker said that was one of the 
wisest points in the bill, leaving it to 
sensible people to do the right thing, with- 
out any provisions to that effect. 

Mr. Bowker then offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks and 
appreciation of the Public Documents 
Round Table are hereby extended to the 
Government officials (with the approval of 
the Council of the A. L. A.) over the 
progress made toward securing an ade- 
quate and complete system of Government 
publications in the interest of efficiency 
and economy. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Bowker also offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Association express 
its grateful appreciation and thanks to Mr. 
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George H. Carter for his cooperation and 
sympathy in connection with the work of 
the Joint Committee of Congress. 

The work of cataloging public documents 
and congressional committee hearings was 
then discussed by Messrs. Hastings, 
Hodges and Godard, and Miss Goldberg, 
after which Mr. Hastings made the fol- 
lowing motion, which was unanimously 
carried: 

That for all important hearings some 
form of card should be printed as soon as 
it is believed the hearing is finished, or, 
if the hearing is to continue for some time, 
that an open entry card be printed. 

It was agreed to submit the foregoing 
motion to the proper authorities at Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Godard said that the superintendent 
of documents had been not only willing 



but anxious to do everything he could 
to assist all libraries in securing docu- 
ments which were accessible for exchange 
and in completing sets. A few years ago 
a valuable volume was published by him, 
giving a check list of government publica- 
tions from the beginning down to 1909, 
and resolution of appreciation for that 
work he thought would be in order. 

Mr. Dullard then offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That this Round Table express 
its appreciation to the superintendent of 
documents for the "Check-list of govern- 
ment publications, 1789-1909," and express 
the hope that a suitable index covering 
its contents may be made and published 
at the earliest possible time. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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The State Library Association Presi- 
dents' Round Table was held in the recep- 
tion room of the Seelbach hotel, Tuesday, 
June 26, under the direction of Miss Alice 
S. Tyler, director of the Western Reserve 
Library School and president of the Ohio 
Library Association. Miss lone Arm- 
strong, president of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation, acted as secretary. Sixteen state 
associations as well as the Ontario Library 
Association were represented. 

In opening the meeting Miss Tyler stated 
the purpose of the round table was to 
discuss the possibilities of cooperation, to 
consider the fundamental questions that 
come up each year, to determine whether 
the districting of the states should be done 
by the state associations or by the state 
commissions, to inquire if it is the func- 
tion of state associations to originate 
legislation, and to advise the affiliation of 
all state associations with A. L. A. 

Mr. Utley asked what the state associa- 
tions expected and most desired as a re- 
turn for affiliation with the A. L. A. He 



suggested the following benefits: The 
funds thus secured had made possible the 
publicity exhibit which is available for 
state meetings, likewise the bookbinding 
exhibit; also a collection of photographs 
and plans of library buildings which may 
be loaned to any state. 

Miss Ahem suggested that the state as- 
sociations arrange the dates of their meet- 
ings so as to avoid conflicts in the same 
general region. This would make it pos- 
sible for speakers to go from one state 
meeting to another. She felt that ar- 
rangements for dates might be left until 
the meeting next year. 

Mr. Bliss of Pennsylvania stated that 
their meetings must be held at a certain 
time. 

Mrs. Thompson of Oklahoma asked for 
suggestions for a library institute. 

Miss Wigginton of Kentucky suggested 
that the A. L. A. act as a clearing house 
for state programs. Mr. Utley stated that 
programs had been furnished when re- 
quested. Attention was called to the fact 



